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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-22 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 5, 6, 9, 10, 14, 16, 17, 19, 20, and 22 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Aoki et al. (U.S. 6,253,218) (hereinafter Aoki). 
Regarding claim 1 , Aoki discloses a file processing apparatus in figures 1 , 67, and 68, 
including: 

an attribute input unit which acquires a value of an attribute for at least one file in order 
to represent a value of a predetermined attribute for an intended file by using a concept 
of weight (element 102, column 9 lines 2-3; weight as interpreted by the examiner is a 
value assigned to a file or directory based on an assigned attribute of that file or folder, 
such as a date value. Each data model 203 as disclosed in lines 45-40 is the equivalent 
of a file); 

a comparison processing unit which compares the value of an attribute with a reference 
value (element 103, column 9, lines 6-10; arrangement by attributes disclosed in these 
lines necessarily implies a comparison between values of attributes with at least each 
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other, which meets the limitation comparing the value of an attribute with a reference 
value); 

a position determining unit which sets, based on a result obtained from said comparison 
processing unit, a relative display position of a predetermined object that represents 
symbolically the weight (element 106; as disclosed in column 9, lines 6-10 items are 
arranged by their attributes before being placed by element 106. Arranging items in a 
based on an attribute meets the limitation of setting a relative position of a 
predetermined object that represents symbolically the weight); and 

a display processing unit which visually represents the value of the attribute in terms of 
whether the weight is heavy or light, by displaying the object at the display position on a 
screen set by said position determining unit (element 107, column 9, lines 22-24). 

Regarding claim 5, A file processing apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said 
attribute input unit acquires values of an attribute for a plurality of files and said 
comparison processing unit classifies the plurality of files into a plurality of groups 
according to the respective values of the attribute, and wherein said display processing 
unit displays the object in an appearance corresponding to the respective groups 
(Figure 2, column 9, line 20; see also column 9, lines 37-41). 
Regarding claim 6, A file processing apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said 
attribute input unit acquires values of an attribute for a plurality of files (element 102, 
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column 9 lines 2-3), said comparison processing unit classifies the plurality of files into a 
plurality of classes and sequentially compares the values of an attribute for each class 
(Figure 2, column 9, line 20; see also column 9, lines 37-41 attributes are first by a 
group and arranged in order of date), wherein, after relative display positions are 
temporarily determined respectively as positions that initially display objects for the 
plurality of files, said position determining unit sequentially updates the relative display 
positions in a manner such that comparison results for each class are reflected for each 
class, and wherein said display processing unit varies the display of the objects 
according to said updating after the plurality of files are displayed at the temporally 
determined relative display positions (Figure 67-68, column 26, lines 33-35; These 
portions of Aoki detail the initial display of the equivalent of files, and then movement of 
the representations of files in accordance with a file attribute, in this case, a retrieval flag 
which is an attribute of each file, which accordingly meets the limitations varying the 
display of the objects according to said updating afte rthe plurality of files are displayed 
at the temporally determined relative display positions). 

Regarding claim 9, a file processing apparatus according to claim 1 , further including: 
an instruction receiving unit which receive an instruction from a user intending to 
change the display position of the object; and an effect generator which causes, based 
on the instruction, said position determining unit and said display processing unit to 
process a change in any of position, shape and appearance of the object (column 33, 
lines 14-35; Aoki discloses changing attributes that govern the weights of displayed 
files, which will change the positions of objects that are displayed, the subsequent 
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display of the objects in a different order means that Aoki's invention further includes a 
means to effect these changes in accordance with the said position determining unit 
and said display processing unit). 



Regarding claim 10, Aoki discloses a method of processing files, including: setting a 
relative display position of a predetermined object that symbolically represents the files 
in terms of whether the weight thereof is heavy or light, based on a value of a 
predetermined attribute for an intended file, in order to represent the value of a 
predetermined attribute therefor by using a concept of weight (column 9, lines 6-10 
items are arranged by their attributes before being placed by element 106. Arranging 
items in a based on an attribute meets the limitation of setting a relative position of a 
predetermined object that represents symbolically the weight); 
and representing visually the weight by displaying the object at the relative display 
position on a screen (column 9 lines 22-24). 

Regarding claim 14, Aoki discloses a method of processing files, including: acquiring 
values of a predetermined attribute for a plurality of files, in order to represent the 
values of a predetermined attribute for intended files by using a concept of weight 
(column 9 lines 2-3; weight as interpreted by the examiner is a value assigned to a file 
or directory based on an assigned attribute of that file or folder, such as a date value. 
Each data model 203 as disclosed in lines 45-40 is the equivalent of a file); setting a 
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temporary sequence for the plurality of files; determining, based on the temporary 
sequence, a temporary display position of a predetermined object that symbolically 
represents the files in terms of whether the weight thereof is heavy or light (column 9, 
lines 6-10 items are arranged by their attributes before being placed by element 106. 
Arranging items in a based on an attribute meets the limitation of setting a relative 
position of a predetermined object that represents symbolically the weight, the display of 
which by element 107, column 9, lines 22-24 also meets the limitation symbolically 
representing the files in terms of whether the weight thereof is heavy or light); displaying 
an object that corresponds to the plurality of files, at the temporary display position on a 
screen; comparing the values of a predetermined attribute between adjacent files in the 
temporary sequence; updating the display position based on a comparison result 
obtained from said comparing; and representing visually the weight thereof by varying 
display contents according to said updating (Figure 67-68, column 26, lines 33-35; 
These portions of Aoki detail the initial display of the equivalent of files, and then 
movement of the representations of files in accordance with a file attribute, in this case, 
a retrieval flag which is an attribute of each file, which accordingly meets the limitations 
displaying an object that corresponds to the plurality of files, at the temporary display 
position on a screen; comparing the values of a predetermined attribute between 
adjacent files in the temporary sequence; updating the display position based on a 
comparison result obtained from said comparing; and representing visually the weight 
thereof by varying display contents according to said updating). 
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Regarding claim 16, Aoki discloses a method of processing files according to claim 10, 
further including: acquiring an instruction from a user who intends to cause a display 
position of the object to be changed; and changing at least one of position, shape and 
appearance of the object, based on the instruction (column 33, lines 14-35; Aoki 
discloses changing attributes that govern the weights of displayed files, which will 
change the positions of objects that are displayed). 

Regarding claim 17, Aoki discloses a program executable by a computer, the program 
including the functions of: setting a relative display position of a predetermined object 
that symbolically represents the files in terms of whether the weight thereof is heavy or 
light, based on a value of a predetermined attribute for an intended file, in order to 
represent the value of a predetermined attribute therefor by using a concept of weight 
(column 9, lines 6-10 items are arranged by their attributes before being placed by 
element 106. Arranging items in a based on an attribute meets the limitation of setting a 
relative position of a predetermined object that represents symbolically the weight); and 
representing visually the weight by displaying the object at the relative display position 
on a screen (column 9, lines 22-24). 

Regarding claim 19, Aoki discloses a program executable by a computer, the program 
including the functions of: acquiring values of a predetermined attribute for a plurality of 
files, in order to represent the values of a predetermined attribute for intended files by 
using a concept of weight (column 9 lines 2-3; weight as interpreted by the examiner is 



Application/Control Number: 10/706,617 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2167 

a value assigned to a file or directory based on an assigned attribute of that file or 
folder, such as a date value. Each data model 203 as disclosed in lines 45-40 is the 
equivalent of a file); setting a temporary sequence for the plurality of files determining, 
based on the temporary sequence, a temporary display position of a predetermined 
object that symbolically represents the files in terms of whether the weight thereof is 
heavy or light (column 9, lines 6-10 items are arranged by their attributes before being 
placed by element 106. Arranging items in a based on an attribute meets the limitation 
of setting a relative position of a predetermined object that represents symbolically the 
weight, the display of which by element 107, column 9, lines 22-24 also meets the 
limitation symbolically representing the files in terms of whether the weight thereof is 
heavy or light); displaying an object that corresponds to the plurality of files, at the 
temporary display position on a screen; comparing the values of a predetermined 
attribute between adjacent files in the temporary sequence; updating the display 
position based on a comparison result obtained from said comparing; and representing 
visually the weight thereof by varying display contents according to said updating 
(Figure 67-68, column 26, lines 33-35; These portions of Aoki detail the initial display of 
the equivalent of files, and then movement of the representations of files in accordance 
with a file attribute, in this case, a retrieval flag which is an attribute of each file, which 
accordingly meets the limitations displaying an object that corresponds to the plurality 
of files, at the temporary display position on a screen; comparing the values of a 
predetermined attribute between adjacent files in the temporary sequence; updating the 
display position based on a comparison result obtained from said comparing; and 
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representing visually the weight thereof by varying display contents according to said 
updating). 

Regarding claim 20, Aoki discloses a computer-readable recording medium which 
stores a program executable by a computer, the program including the functions of: 
setting a relative display position of a predetermined object that symbolically represents 
the files in terms of whether the weight thereof is heavy or light, based on a value of a 
predetermined attribute for an intended file, in order to represent the value of a 
predetermined attribute therefor by using a concept of weight (column 9, lines 6-10 
items are arranged by their attributes before being placed by element 106. Arranging 
items in a based on an attribute meets the limitation of setting a relative position of a 
predetermined object that represents symbolically the weight); and representing visually 
the weight by displaying the object at the relative display position on a screen (column 
9, lines 22-24). 

Regarding claim 22, Aoki discloses a computer-readable recording medium which 
stores a program executable by a computer, the program including the functions of: 
acquiring values of a predetermined attribute for a plurality of files, in order to represent 
the values of a predetermined attribute for intended files by using a concept of weight; 
setting a temporary sequence for the plurality of files (column 9, lines 6-10; items are 
arranged by their attributes before being placed by element 106. Arranging items in a 
based on an attribute meets the limitation of setting a relative position of a 
predetermined object that represents symbolically the weight); determining, based on 
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the temporary sequence, a temporary display position of a predetermined object that 
symbolically represents the files in terms of whether the weight thereof is heavy or light 
(column 9, lines 6-10 items are arranged by their attributes before being placed by 
element 106. Arranging items in a based on an attribute meets the limitation of setting a 
relative position of a predetermined object that represents symbolically the weight, the 
display of which by element 107, column 9, lines 22-24 also meets the limitation 
symbolically representing the files in terms of whether the weight thereof is heavy or 
light); displaying an object that corresponds to the plurality of files, at the temporary 
display position on a screen; comparing the values of a predetermined attribute 
between adjacent files in the temporary sequence; updating the display position based 
on a comparison result obtained from said comparing; and representing visually the 
weight thereof by varying display contents according to said updating (Figure 67-68, 
column 26, lines 33-35; These portions of Aoki detail the initial display of the equivalent 
of files, and then movement of the representations of files in accordance with a file 
attribute, in this case, a retrieval flag which is an attribute of each file, which accordingly 
meets the limitations displaying an object that corresponds to the plurality of files, at the 
temporary display position on a screen; comparing the values of a predetermined 
attribute between adjacent files in the temporary sequence; updating the display 
position based on a comparison result obtained from said comparing; and representing 
visually the weight thereof by varying display contents according to said updating). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being obvious over Aoki et 
al. (U.S. 6,253,218) as applied to the rejection of claim 1, in view of Vaananen et al. 
(U.S. Patent Publication 2002/0175896). 

Regarding claim 2, Aoki discloses does not explicitly disclose a file processing 
apparatus according to claim 1, further including 

an inclination detector which detects inclination of a predetermined region in the file 
processing apparatus operated by a user, 

wherein according to the inclination detected by said inclination detector said position 
determining unit varies the relative display position. 

In the same field of endeavor (ease of information retrieval) Vaananen discloses 

an inclination detector which detects inclination of a predetermined region in the file 
processing apparatus operated by a user (element 50, paragraph 0078), 
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wherein according to the inclination detected by said inclination detector said position 
determining unit varies the relative display position (paragraph 0028 discloses moving 
the objects on the screen relative to a viewer). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Vaananen's teachings of an 
inclination detector with Aoki's teachings of a file processing apparatus to obtain a file 
processing apparatus that arranges files by their associated weights and varies a 
relative display position, to obtain an easier to use user interface. Vaananen suggests 
in paragraph 0009 a need for a less "slow and awkward" method of data browsing. Aoki 
suggests in column 2, lines 2-4 a need to be able to access and manage data in a 
straightforward manner. 

Regarding claim 1 1, Aoki does not explicitly disclose a method of processing files 
according to claim 10, further including: detecting inclination of a predetermined 
apparatus operated by a user; and varying the relative display positions according to the 
inclination. 

In the same field of endeavor (ease of information retrieval) Vaananen discloses 
detecting inclination of a predetermined apparatus operated by a user; and varying the 
relative display positions according to the inclination (element 50, paragraph 0078). 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Vaananen's teachings of inclination 
detection with Aoki's teachings of a method of processing files to obtain a file 
processing apparatus that arranges files by their associated weights and varies a 
relative display position, to obtain an easier to use user interface. Vaananen suggests 
in paragraph 0009 a need for a less "slow and awkward" method of data browsing. Aoki 
suggests in column 2, lines 2-4 a need to be able to access and manage data in a 
straightforward manner. 

6. Claims 3, 4, 12, 13, 18, and 21 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
obvious over Aoki et al. (U.S. 6,253,218) as applied to the rejection of claim 1, in view of 
Rosenzweig et al. (U.S. Patent Publication 2002/075322). 

Regarding claim 3, A file processing apparatus according to claim 1 , 

wherein said attribute input unit acquires values of the attribute for a plurality of files 

(element 102, column 9 lines 2-3), 

said comparison processing unit sets a value of an attribute for at least one of the 
plurality of files to the reference value (element 103, column 9, lines 6-10; arrangement 
by attributes disclosed in these lines necessarily implies a comparison between values 
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of attributes with at least each other. All elements in a sorted list necessarily have been 
compared indirectly or directly to any given element in that list; therefore elements 
arranged by dates as in Figure 2 of Aoki have all been compared to the first or any other 
element as a reference element.), 

said position determining unit sets relative display positions of a plurality of objects 
corresponding to the plurality of files, respectively (Figure 2, column 9, line 19, elements 
are sorted by the date of creation), and 

Aoki does not explicitly disclose wherein said display processing unit displays the 
plurality of files at the respective display positions and visually represents the 
comparison of weights of the files via another object representative of the measurement 
of the weights. 

In the same field of endeavor (graphical user interfaces adapted for ease of use) 
Rosenzweig teaches the use of a metaphor in a user interface to indicate the magnitude 
of a file attribute, which is the equivalent of weight. This meets the limitation wherein 
said display processing unit displays the plurality of files at the respective display 
positions and visually represents the comparison of weights of the files via another 
object representative of the measurement of the weights (Figures 8-9, paragraph 0031 
and 0032). 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Rosenzweig's teachings of visually 
representing the comparison of weights of files via another object representative of the 
measurement of the weights with Aoki's teachings of a file processing apparatus to 
obtain a file processing apparatus that arranges files by their associated weights and 
visually represents the comparison of weights of the files via another object 
representative of the measurement of the weights to obtain an easier to use user 
interface. Rosenzweig suggests in paragraph 0006 a need for a more natural feeling 
user interface for browsing files. Aoki suggests in column 2, lines 2-4 a need to be able 
to access and manage data in a straightforward manner. 

Regarding claim 4, A file processing apparatus according to claim 3, wherein said 
comparison processing unit sets, as the reference value, a size of a storage area that 
stores at least one file, said position determining unit sets a relative display position of 
an object indicative of the storage area according to the size of the storage area, and 
wherein said display processing unit visually expresses the comparison of data size 
between the at least one file and the storage area via the another object (element 103, 
column 9, lines 6-10; arrangement by attributes disclosed in these lines necessarily 
implies a comparison between values of attributes with at least each other. All elements 
in a sorted list necessarily have been compared indirectly or directly to any given 
element in that list; therefore elements arranged by dates as in Figure 2 of Aoki have all 
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been compared to the first or any other element as a reference element. In the same 
lines Aoki further discloses that the attribute that the documents are arranged by can be 
file size). 

Regarding claim 12, Aoki discloses a method of processing files, including: acquiring 
values of a predetermined attribute for a plurality of intended files in order to represent 
the values of a predetermined attribute therefor by using a concept of weight (column 9 
lines 2-3; weight as interpreted by the examiner is a value assigned to a file or directory 
based on an assigned attribute of that file or folder, such as a date value. Each data 
model 203 as disclosed in lines 45-40 is the equivalent of a file); 

setting, for each of the plurality of files, a relative display position of a predetermined 
object that represents symbolically the files in terms of whether the weight thereof is 
heavy or light, based on the values of a predetermined attribute (column 9, lines 6-10; 
items are arranged by their attributes before being placed by element 106. Arranging 
items in a based on an attribute meets the limitation of setting a relative position of a 
predetermined object that represents symbolically the weight); and displaying the 
objects of the plurality of files at the respective display positions on a screen (column 9, 
lines 22-24), and expressing visually comparison of the weights of the objects via 
another object that symbolizes weight measurement. 
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Aoki does not explicitly disclose wherein displaying objects of the plurality of files at the 
respective display positions and visually represents the comparison of weights of the 
files via another object representative of the measurement of the weights. 

In the same field of endeavor (graphical user interfaces adapted for ease of use) 
Rosenzweig teaches the use of a metaphor in a user interface to indicate the magnitude 
of a file attribute, which is the equivalent of weight. This meets the limitation displaying 
the objects of the plurality of files at the respective display positions and visually 
represents the comparison of weights of the files via another object representative of 
the measurement of the weights (Figures 8-9, paragraph 0031 and 0032). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Rosenzweig's teachings of visually 
representing the comparison of weights of files via another object representative of the 
measurement of the weights with Aoki's teachings of a method of file processing to 
obtain a file processing apparatus that arranges files by their associated weights and 
visually represents the comparison of weights of the files via another object 
representative of the measurement of the weights to obtain an easier to use user 
interface. Rosenzweig suggests in paragraph 0006 a need for a more natural feeling 
user interface for browsing files. Aoki suggests in column 2, lines 2-4 a need to be able 
to access and manage data in a straightforward manner. 



Application/Control Number: 10/706,617 Page 18 

Art Unit: 2167 

Regarding claim 13, Aoki discloses a method of processing files according to claim 12, 
wherein said acquiring further acquires a size of a storage area that stores at least one 
file, and said setting sets the relative display position of at least one object 
corresponding to the at least one file, based on a comparison result obtained by 
comparing a data size between the at least one object and the storage area, and 
wherein said displaying and expressing represents visually the comparison result via 
the another object (column 9, lines 6-10; arrangement by attributes disclosed in these 
lines necessarily implies a comparison between values of attributes with at least each 
other. All elements in a sorted list necessarily have been compared indirectly or directly 
to any given element in that list; therefore elements arranged by dates as in Figure 2 of 
Aoki have all been compared to the first or any other element as a reference element. 
In the same lines Aoki further discloses that the attribute that the documents are 
arranged by can be file size). 

Regarding claim 18, Aoki discloses a program executable by a computer, the program 
including the functions of: acquiring values of a predetermined attribute for a plurality of 
intended files in order to represent the values of a predetermined attribute therefor by 
using a concept of weight (column 9 lines 2-3; weight as interpreted by the examiner is 
a value assigned to a file or directory based on an assigned attribute of that file or 
folder, such as a date value. Each data model 203 as disclosed in lines 45-40 is the 
equivalent of a file); setting, for each of the plurality of files, a relative display position of 
a predetermined object representing symbolically the files in terms of whether the 
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weight thereof is heavy or light, based on the values of a predetermined attribute 
(column 9, lines 6-10 items are arranged by their attributes before being placed by 
element 106. Arranging items in a based on an attribute meets the limitation of setting a 
relative position of a predetermined object that represents symbolically the weight); and 
displaying on a screen the objects of the plurality of files at the respective display 
positions (column 9, lines 22-24), 

Aoki does not explicitly disclose wherein displaying objects of the plurality of files at the 
respective display positions and visually represents the comparison of weights of the 
files via another object representative of the measurement of the weights. 

In the same field of endeavor (graphical user interfaces adapted for ease of use) 
Rosenzweig teaches the use of a metaphor in a user interface to indicate the magnitude 
of a file attribute, which is the equivalent of weight. This meets the limitation displaying 
the objects of the plurality of files at the respective display positions and visually 
represents the comparison of weights of the files via another object representative of 
the measurement of the weights (Figures 8-9, paragraph 0031 and 0032). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Rosenzweig's teachings of visually 
representing the comparison of weights of files via another object representative of the 
measurement of the weights with Aoki's teachings of a method of file processing to 
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obtain a file processing apparatus that arranges files by their associated weights and 
visually represents the comparison of weights of the files via another object 
representative of the measurement of the weights to obtain an easier to use user 
interface. Rosenzweig suggests in paragraph 0006 a need for a more natural feeling 
user interface for browsing files. Aoki suggests in column 2, lines 2-4 a need to be able 
to access and manage data in a straightforward manner. 

Regarding claim 21, Aoki discloses a computer-readable recording medium which 
stores a program executable by a computer, the program including the functions of: 
acquiring values of a predetermined attribute for a plurality of intended files in order to 
represent the values of a predetermined attribute therefor by using a concept of weight 
(column 9 lines 2-3; weight as interpreted by the examiner is a value assigned to a file 
or directory based on an assigned attribute of that file or folder, such as a date value. 
Each data model 203 as disclosed in lines 45-40 is the equivalent of a file); setting, for 
each of the plurality of files, a relative display position of a predetermined object 
representing symbolically the files in terms of whether the weight thereof is heavy or 
light, based on the values of a predetermined attribute (column 9, lines 6-10 items are 
arranged by their attributes before being placed by element 106. Arranging items in a 
based on an attribute meets the limitation of setting a relative position of a 
predetermined object that represents symbolically the weight); and displaying on a 
screen the objects of the plurality of files at the respective display positions (column 9, 
lines 22-24), 
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Aoki does not explicitly disclose wherein displaying objects of the plurality of files at the 
respective display positions and visually represents the comparison of weights of the 
files via another object representative of the measurement of the weights. 

In the same field of endeavor (graphical user interfaces adapted for ease of use) 
Rosenzweig teaches the use of a metaphor in a user interface to indicate the magnitude 
of a file attribute, which is the equivalent of weight. This meets the limitation displaying 
the objects of the plurality of files at the respective display positions and visually 
represents the comparison of weights of the files via another object representative of 
the measurement of the weights (Figures 8-9, paragraph 0031 and 0032). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Rosenzweig's teachings of visually 
representing the comparison of weights of files via another object representative of the 
measurement of the weights with Aoki's teachings of a method of file processing to 
obtain a file processing apparatus that arranges files by their associated weights and 
visually represents the comparison of weights of the files via another object 
representative of the measurement of the weights to obtain an easier to use user 
interface. Rosenzweig suggests in paragraph 0006 a need for a more natural feeling 
user interface for browsing files. Aoki suggests in column 2, lines 2-4 a need to be able 
to access and manage data in a straightforward manner. 
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7. Claims 7, 8, and 15 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being obvious over 
Aoki et al. (U.S. 6,253,218) as applied to the rejection of claim 1 , in view of Adler et al. 
(U.S. 6,340,957). 

Regarding claim 7, A file processing apparatus according to claim 5, Aoki discloses said 
position determining unit updates the relative display position according to the result 
obtained from said comparison processing unit (element 106; as disclosed in column 9, 
lines 6-10 items are arranged by their attributes before being placed by element 106. 
Arranging items in a based on an attribute meets the limitation of setting a relative 
position of a predetermined object that represents symbolically the weight); 

Aoki does not explicitly disclose further including a vibration detector which detects a 
swaying motion at a predetermined region of the file processing apparatus operated by 
a user, wherein said comparison processing unit performs an action when the motion is 
detected. In the same field of endeavor (ease of use of graphical user interfaces) Adler 
teaches performing an action in response to a swaying motion at a predetermined 
region of the file processing apparatus operated by a user (column 12, lines 15-17). 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Adler's teachings of a vibration 
detector for a swaying motion with Aoki's teachings of updates to relative display 
positions according to the result obtained from said comparison processing unit to 
obtain the claimed invention. Adler suggests a need for intuitive interaction with small 
computers in column 1, lines 14-15. . Aoki suggests in column 2, lines 2-4 a need to be 
able to access and manage data in a straightforward manner. 

Regarding claim 8, A file processing apparatus according to claim 6, Aoki discloses said 
position determining unit updates the relative display position according to the result 
obtained from said comparison processing unit (element 106; as disclosed in column 9, 
lines 6-10 items are arranged by their attributes before being placed by element 106. 
Arranging items in a based on an attribute meets the limitation of setting a relative 
position of a predetermined object that represents symbolically the weight); 

Aoki does not explicitly disclose further including a vibration detector which detects a 
swaying motion at a predetermined region of the file processing apparatus operated by 
a user, wherein said comparison processing unit performs an action when the motion is 
detected. In the same field of endeavor (ease of use of graphical user interfaces) Adler 
teaches performing an action in response to a swaying motion at a predetermined 
region of the file processing apparatus operated by a user (column 12, lines 15-17). 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Adler's teachings of a vibration 
detector for a swaying motion with Aoki's teachings of updates to relative display 
positions according to the result obtained from said comparison processing unit to 
obtain the claimed invention. Adler suggests a need for intuitive interaction with small 
computers in column 1, lines 14-15. Aoki suggests in column 2, lines 2-4 a need to be 
able to access and manage data in a straightforward manner. 



Regarding claim 15, Aoki does not explicitly disclose processing files according to claim 
14, further including: detecting a swaying motion of a predetermined apparatus 
operated by a user; performing said comparing when the swaying motion is detected in 
said detecting; updating a relative display position of the object according to the 
comparison result. 

Aoki does not explicitly disclose further including a predetermined apparatus which 
detects a swaying motion at a predetermined region of the file processing apparatus 
operated by a user, wherein said comparison processing unit performs an action when 
the motion is detected. In the same field of endeavor (ease of use of graphical user 
interfaces) Adler teaches performing an action in response to a swaying motion at a 
predetermined region of the file processing apparatus operated by a user (column 12, 
lines 15-17). 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Adler's teachings of a vibration 
detector for a swaying motion with Aoki's teachings of updates to relative display 
positions according to the result obtained from said comparison processing unit to 
obtain the claimed invention. Adler suggests a need for intuitive interaction with small 
computers in column 1, lines 14-15. . Aoki suggests in column 2, lines 2-4 a need to be 
able to access and manage data in a straightforward manner. 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tarik C. Koc whose telephone number is 571-272-6725. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571)272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/706,61 7 Page 26 

Art Unit: 2167 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Tarik C Koc 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2167 



5/18/2006 



